Apprenticeship/Job-hunting – Useful Websites for Animal Care Assistants
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This is a very specialist area. Most of the organisations who may offer apprenticeships in animal care are small and only do so very rarely. These may include pet shops, kennels, catteries, riding stables, studs, animal sanctuaries, animal parks and zoos. If you want to do this kind of work then try and get some relevant work experience to get your foot in the door somewhere.
· College of Animal Welfare - www.caw.ac.uk this is the national training provider for apprenticeships in animal care – Connexions can send your application to them and if you are successful in finding an employer, your apprenticeship will be entirely work-based. They also have a vacancy matching service - you can register under the ‘Jobs’ link
· Purbeck District Council - www.purbeck.gov.uk or Poole Borough Council follow link to A – Z of Services to find Environmental Health contact details then call or email to ask for list of licensed riding/animal boarding/breeding premises in the area
· Pet Care Trust - www.petcare.org.uk follow link to ‘Vacancies and Classified’
· RSPCA - www.rspca.org.uk follow links to careers and local RSPCA
· People's Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA) - www.pdsa.org.uk follow links to ‘Employment’ and ‘Current Vacancies’
· Blue Cross - www.bluecross.org.uk follow link to ‘Work with us’
· British Veterinary Nursing Association (BVNA) - www.bvna.org.uk – this website provides an employment register for those who already have relevant qualifications eg Animal Nursing Assistant
· Margaret Green Animal Rescue - www.animalsanctuaryuk.com follow the links to ‘Supporting us’ and ‘Become a Volunteer’
The local training provider who offers animal care apprenticeships is:

· Kingston Maurward College – www.kmc.ac.uk
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